
2019-20 Student SEARCH Grants 
Scholarship, Engagement, the Arts, Research, Creativity & Humanities

The Student SEARCH Grants (formerly known as the Provost Student Research Awards) are designed to provide 
UTC students with a special opportunity to participate in original scholarship with faculty members. The new 

name reflects UTC’s commitment to scholarship across all disciplines and modes of academic inquiry. This 
program is designed to bolster student success and retention, enrich students’ academic preparation through 

research, and create opportunities that go beyond the scope of ordinary coursework. 

Congratulations to our 2019-20 Student SEARCH winners!

Student Faculty
Advisor

Department Project Title Award 
Amount

Jordan Allen Dr. Timothy 
Gaudin

Biology, 
Geology & 

Environmental 
Science

Predictive Niche Model For 
Northern River Otter In

The Lower Tennessee River 
Watershed

$911

Joshua Barnett 
Stephanie Hamm 

Paul Hunt 
Sarah Paulett

Dr. Cindy Poole Occupational 
Therapy

Feasibility of Virtual Reality 
Calm Room Technology as a 

Sensory Regulation Modality 
in Schools

$940.44

Lindsey Benson, 
Victoria 

Hale, Meagan 
Oslund, Ashlyn 

Robinson

Dr. Ashley 
Mason

Occupational 
Therapy

Exploring Social Experiences 
of Children with Food 
Allergies Through an 

Occupational Lens

$779

Sara Bey Dr. Tatiana 
Allen

Chemistry & 
Physics

Iron-Dysprosium Oxide 
Amorphous Thin Films:

Influence of the Dysprosium 
Content and the Substrate 

Material on Transport 
Properties

$1000

Alyssa Black, 
Emily Johnson, 
Bethany Owen, 

& Rebecca 
Webster

Dr. Elicia Cruz Occupational 
Therapy

Examination of the Internal 
Consistency of the Revised 

Global Life Skills Assessment

$670

Madison Chan Dr. Aldo 
McLean

Engineering From Industry to Education: 
Training K-12 Teachers and 
Administrators in Process 

Improvement Principles

$700

Meredith Davis Dr. Shellie 
Acocello

Health & Human 
Performance

The Effect of Physical 
Fatigue on Cognitive Function 
and Reaction Time in Athletes 
with a History of Concussion

$929.90

Cody Dotson Dr. Margaret 
Kovach

Biology, 
Geology & 

Environmental 
Science

Effects of Variations in 
Microsatellite Repeat 

Length on Gene Expression of 
Cancer-Associated Oncogene 

FGF18

$1,000



Aishani  
Eggenberger 

Dr. Amye 
Warren 

Psychology Miranda Rights 
Comprehension in Juveniles 

and Adults

$1,000

Isabel  Gray Dr. David Giles Biology, 
Geology & 

Environmental 
Science

Exploring Vibrio cholerae 
genes involved in fatty acid-
mediated biofilm formation

$300

Leanza 
Greenlee

Dr. Amye 
Warren

Psychology Mock Jurors’ Perceptions of 
“I Don’t Know” Statements in 

Child Testimony

$1,000

Tiffany Herron Dr. Rebecca 
Jones

English A Voice for the Brave: The 
Chattanoogan Women Shot in 
1980 and Their Fight Against 

Racism

$1000

Ahmed Ibrahim Drs. Daniel 
Loveless & 

Donald Riesing

Engineering Unlocking the Secrets of 
RF-DNA Fingerprints

$1000

Adeola Ijiyode Dr. Amye 
Warren

Psychology A Retrospective 
Investigation of Racial-

Ethnic Socialization

$900

Colton Jones Dr. J. Hill 
Craddock

Biology, 
Geology & 

Environmental 
Science

Ectomycorrhizal Fungi 
Associated with American 
chestnut under Different 

Growing Conditions: a 
Comparative Genetic 

Characterization

$1,000

Allycia Lee Dr. Steven 
Symes

Chemistry & 
Physics

Screening of Endometrial 
Cancer using Metabolomics

$1000

Joyce 
McPherson

Dr. David 
Rausch 

Learning & 
Leadership

A Mixed Methods Study 
of the Relationship 

Between Dialogic Inquiry 
and Engagement in Active 

Learning Shakespeare 
Education

$1,000

Olivia  Morrison Dr. Margaret 
Kovach

Biology, 
Geology & 

Environmental 
Science

The Effects of E-cigarette 
Alkaloids on Gene Expression 

and Cell Viability in Lung 
Cells

$1,000

Sophia Neglia Drs. John Lee 
and Jared 

Pienkos

Chemistry & 
Physics

The Synthesis, 
Characterization, 

and Reactivity of a 
Heterobimetallic 

Organometallic Complex
with a Trans Bidentate 

Ligand for Catalytic Carbon-
Hydrogen Bond Activation

$1000

Trevor 
Paratore

Dr.John Lee Chemistry & 
Physics

Cobalt-Catalyzed Carbon-
Hydrogen Bond Activation 

Reactions: Attempts to 
Prepare and Isolate a 
Key Cyclometallated 

Intermediate

$1000



Ashwyn Sam Dr. Trevor 
Elliott 

Engineering Optimization and Analysis 
of Multistage Variable-

Mass Rockets using Series 
Solutions, Numerical 

Methods and Simulations

$1000

Braden Sanford Dr. Jill Shelton Psychology Envisioning Success: The 
Moderating Effects of 

Episodic Future Thinking on 
Successful Goal Planning

$1,000

Samantha 
Sweck

Dr. Gretchen 
Potts

Chemistry & 
Physics

HPLC for Separation and 
Detection of OGSR Extracted 

from Silicone PPSD

$933

Mary Sloan Dr. David 
Ferrier  

Psychology Parental Influence on 
Emotional Intelligence and 

Self-Regulatory Abilities 
of Adults Raised in Single-

Father Households

$1,000

Chelsea Wymer Dr. Alexandra 
Zelin

Psychology Investigating Perceptions of 
Unconscious Bias / Awareness 

Training: An Applied Study

$1,000

Total $23,063.34

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga is a comprehensive, community-engaged campus of the University of Tennessee System. UTC is an EEO/AA/Titles VI & IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution. 


