
The Economic and 
Cultural Emergence of 

South Korea



HOMEWORK for the First Lesson
List 5 clothing items and where they 
are made. Be sure to include athletic 
wear, tennis shoes, and t-shirts.

PRE-WORK for the Lesson



OPTIONAL 
BELL WORK ACTIVITY



Directions for creating a Zee Map:
1. Go to https://www.zeemaps
2. Click on “Map” and scroll down to “Create New.”
3. Type in a title for your map. For this map the title is “Where’s My Clothing From?”
4. Click on “Create.”
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https://www.zeemaps


Directions for creating a Zee Map:
5. Click on “Print or Share” and scroll down to “Share Link/URL.”
6. Copy the second URL in the box below “For the edible version of the map use:”
7. Students will access your map using this URL.
8. Click “Close” once you have successfully copied the URL.
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Directions for creating a Zee Map:
9. After students have typed in the URL and accessed the map, they will go to 

“Additions and scroll down to select “Add Marker - Simple.”
10. They will type in the name of their clothing item in the box titled “Entry Name. If 

students want to provide a description or even a photo they can.
11. Click “Submit” and then “OK” and the entry will be added to the map. Click “Close” 

when finished.
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All students clothing items will show up on the same map for everyone in the class to view.



One of the school’s Homecoming dress-up days is 
"1980’s." You decide to wear this pair of Nike Air 

Jordans.
In which country were these shoes made?

A. China
B. Japan
C. North Korea
D. South Korea
E. Vietnam



A. China
B. Japan
C. North Korea
D. South Korea
E. Vietnam

One of the school’s Homecoming dress-up days is 
1980’s. You decide to wear this pair of Nike Air Jordans.
In which country were these shoes made?



Source: http://sneakerscholar.com/colorways/air-jordan-1-nike-wings-logo-unreleased-sample





Source: https://www.ebay.com/itm/Vintage-1980-90s-Adidas-UCLA-Windbreaker-Jacket-Blue-Gold-Made-In-Korea-Size-
L/192433935833?_trkparms=aid%3D555018%26algo%3DPL.SIM%26ao%3D2%26asc%3D49893%26meid%3D037d6dd83cb447ef87cbb54966a7581b%26pid%3D100012%26rk%3D1%26rkt%3D1%26sd%3D1922
37866920%26itm%3D192433935833&_trksid=p2047675.c100012.m1985





OPTIONAL VIDEO



Source: https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4712687/nike-korea



OPTIONAL 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY



Match the number of factories and workers that 
Nike has for each of the following countries?

1 2 3

654

China
Indonesia South Korea

United States
Vietnam

Japan



Match the number of factories and workers that 
Nike has for each of the following countries?

1 2 3

654

China
Indonesia South Korea

United States
Vietnam

Japan



Source: http://manufacturingmap.nikeinc.com/















Match the number of factories and workers that 
Nike has for each of the following countries?

1 2 3

654

China

Indonesia South Korea

United States

Vietnam

Japan

ANSWERS



Source: http://www.korea.net/AboutKorea/Economy/The-Miracle-on-The-Hangang

Discussion Questions
1. Explain the title of the 
article.
2. What does the South 
Korean Constitution 
guarantee for the people of 
South Korea? 
3. Create a timeline of the 
main events that lead up to 
the “Miracle.”
4. Describe South Korea’s 
economy in 2010.







Discussion Questions
1. Explain the title of the 
article.
2. What does the South 
Korean Constitution 
guarantee for the people of 
South Korea? 
3. Create a timeline of the 
main events that lead up to 
the “Miracle.”
4. Describe South Korea’s 
economy in 2010.



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67zjH6bV8wo

Discussion Questions
1.Explain the title of the article.
2. How does South Korea match up with other 
countries around the world?
3. Why does the narrator say that South Korea is 
“super powerful?”



OPTIONAL VIDEOS



24 minute video on South Korea’s Economic Success
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQARiOFLBCo



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvzhNK9MbLU



Directions
1. Use Chrome or Firefox to access the website: https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/   

Safari will not work with the website.
2. Click on “Visualizations.”
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Directions
3. Type in or select under “COUNTRY” the country you wish 
to see, and for this lesson type in “South Korea.”

4. Type in the name of a country under “PARTNER” to see 
specifically what the country exports / imports to a specific 
country.

5. Click on “Export” under “TRADE FLOW” to change to 
“Imports.”

6. Click on “DATASET” to select the “SITC” dataset.

7. Click and select under “YEAR” the year you wish to see 
for the country’s exports/imports for that selected year.



Directions (cont.)
8. Once you have selected the country, partner, trade flow, and/or 
year click on “BUILD VISUALIZATION”

9. Click on the Depth’s “SITC2” to see a more generalized list of 
exports. Click on the “SITC4” to see a more detailed list.

10. Click on the icon and select “Isolate” to see a more detailed list 
of that specific categories exports. Be sure to have the HS4 
selected to see the detailed list.

11. Alternate way to select a year: use the arrows to move between 
years.

12. Click on the export to see more details. In this example click on 
“Cars” to see more details.



When “Isolate” and “SITC4” are selected for “Machinery,” then you 
will see the following detailed chart of transportation exports. 



When you click on “Cars” you will see more detailed information 
and a list of related questions for additional information.
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Selected Exports for South Korea 1962-2016                        Student Name:______________________________________________________
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DIRECTIONS:  
Go to the https://atlas.media.mit.edu website and click on “VISUALIZATIONS." 
Select “South Korea” as the “COUNTRY” and “SITC” as the “DATASET.” 
Select each of the selected dates in the graphs below to find the percentage for each category using the “SITC2” depth. 
Each category should be shaded in with a different color, and the color used for each individual category should be the same used on all remaining graphs.
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Selected Exports for South Korea 1962-2016                        Student Name:______________________________________________________
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DIRECTIONS:  
Go to the https://atlas.media.mit.edu website and click on “VISUALIZATIONS." 
Select “South Korea” as the “COUNTRY” and “SITC” as the “DATASET.” 
Select each of the selected dates in the graphs below to find the percentage for each category using the “SITC2” depth. 
Each category should be shaded in with a different color, and the color used for each individual category should be the same used on all remaining graphs.

ANSWER KEY



Directions
1. Use Chrome or Firefox to access the website: https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/   Safari will not work with the website.
2. Click on “Visualizations.”
3. Type in or select under “COUNTRY” the country you wish to see, and for this lesson type in “South Korea.”
4. Type in the name of a country under “PARTNER” to see specifically what the country exports / imports to a specific country.
5. Click on “Export” under “TRADE FLOW” to change to “Imports.”
6. Click on “DATASET” to select the “SITC” dataset.
7. Click and select under “YEAR” the year you wish to see for the country’s exports/imports for that selected year.
8. Once you have selected the country, partner, trade flow, and/or year click on “BUILD VISUALIZATION”
9. Click on the Depth’s “SITC2” to see a more generalized list of exports. Click on the “SITC4” to see a more detailed list.
10. Click on the icon and select “Isolate” to see a more detailed list of that specific categories exports. Be sure to have the HS4 selected to see the detailed list.
11. Alternate way to select a year: use the arrows to move between years.
12. Click on the export to see more details. In this example click on “Cars” to see more details.
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Selected Exports 
for South Korea Detailed Examples with Percentages for 2016 Exports

Electronics

Fish Seafood

Garments

Machinery

Mining

Textile & 
Fabrics

Short Essay: Explain how South Korea’s exports have changed from 1962 to 2016.

Selected Exports for South Korea 1962-2016 Part 2            Student Name:______________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: 
Go to the https://atlas.media.mit.edu website and click on “VISUALIZATIONS."
Select “South Korea” as the “COUNTRY” and “SITC” as the “DATASET.”
Be sure the year selected is 2016 and the depth is “SITC4.”
Write in the detailed examples from the graph in the box next to each of the selected categories.
For the last box write out in 4-5 sentences how South Korea’s exports have changed since 1962. Use examples from the chart below and examples from the previous 
years of 1965, 1980, and 1995.

https://atlas.media.mit.edu














Video Clip from YouTube

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Umidd8JwO04

Discussion Questions
1. What are the six export 
industries that “power the 
country’s economy?”
2. Why are these industries 
crucial to the economy?



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Umidd8JwO04



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAGqpJUkzco

Discussion Questions
1. How widespread is Samsung’s influence in South 
Korea? Give specific examples.
2. How is Samsung influencing Korean popular culture?
3. What is the “Korean Dream?”



Questions 1963 1985 2016

What did 
South 
Korea 

IMPORT 
from the 
United 
States?

Total: $ Total: $ Total: $

What did 
South 
Korea 

EXPORT 
to the 
United 
States?

Total: $ Total: $ Total: $

Explain how South Korea’s exports to the United States have changed from 1963 to 2016.

USA and South Korea Trade                                                  Student Name:______________________________________________________















54 6

21 3

Who are these famous Koreans?



John ChoHyun-jin Ryu Ban Ki-moon

Daniel Dae KimPsy Yuna Kim

Who are these famous Koreans?



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvYMq82Fl_k

Discussion Questions
1. What is meant by South Korea’s “soft power?” 
2. What is the K-Wave?
3. Why are Korean dramas popular around the world?



Source: https://www.ft.com/content/06a541aa-8725-11e7-8bb1-5ba57d47eff7

Discussion Questions
1. Explain the title of the 
article.
2. How has the Korean 
Wave impacted the United 
States?
3. Who are the K-Pop fans 
in the United States?
4. What is the future of the 
Korean Wave?







Discussion Questions
1. Explain the title of the 
article.
2. How has the Korean 
Wave impacted the United 
States?
3. Who are the K-Pop fans 
in the United States?
4. What is the future of the 
Korean Wave?



Directions
1. Go to: pantheon.media.mit.edu
2. Type in the name of the Birth Country: “South Korea.”
3. Click on the category to select a name.

1

2

3

http://pantheon.media.mit.edu


Directions for Who are the globally known people born within present day South Korea? [4000 B.C.—2010]
• Using the website: http://pantheon.media.mit.edu/ complete the chart below for people from the selected “Birth Country” of “South Korea.” 
• For the first three categories select one person from the website’s chart, write the person’s name under the category name, and then write a 3-4 sentence description detailing 

how this person is known globally.
• For the Student Choice category select one person from the website’s chart that is not from the first three categories.
• For the “Poplar since 2010” category use the https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-from-south-korea/reference website to select a person who is currently one of the 

most popular persons from South Korea..

Categories Description
Politician

Actor/Singer/ Film 
Director/Musician

Athlete

Student’s Choice

Popular since 2010

Who are the globally known people born within present day South Korea?                Student Name:______________________________________________

http://pantheon.media.mit.edu/
https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-from-south-korea/reference


OPTIONAL VIDEO



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT7yfX6ufuY&t=

Discussion Questions
1. Explain the title of the article. What is the meaning 
and history of Hallyu?
2. What are the three different genres of entertainment 
that make up Hallyu?
3. What are impacts of Hallyu around the world? List up 
to 6 examples.



CLOSING ACTIVITIES



The Free Response Question
A. Discuss three ways South Korea’s 
exports have changed from after the Korean 
War to the present.
B. List and discuss three reasons South 
Korea was able to go from one of the 
world’s poorest counties in the 1960s to one 
of the wealthiest in 2017.
C. Discuss two ways South Korea’s imports 
and exports from the United States have 
changed since the end of the Korean War.
D. Define the Korean Wave and give two 
examples of its global influence. 



Circle the South Korean companies.







What are the top 5 country 
destinations for South Korea’s 

exports? 
From the list of countries below select the top 5 
country destinations for South Korea’s exports…

Australia
Brazil
China

Hong Kong
India

Japan
North Korea
Philippines

Saudi Arabia
United Kingdom

United States
Vietnam



https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/kor/



What are the top 5 country 
destinations for South Korea’s 

exports? 

TOP FIVE
China

United States
Hong Kong

Vietnam
Japan

From the list of countries below select the top 5 
country destinations for South Korea’s exports…

Australia
Brazil
China

Hong Kong
India

Japan
North Korea
Philippines

Saudi Arabia
United Kingdom

United States
Vietnam



ADDITIONAL
ACTIVITY



Life 
Expectancy 
and Income 
Per Person 

for…

North 
Korea China South 

Korea Japan United 
States

2013 71.8 years
$1,390

75.7 years
$11,800

80.9 years
$32,700

83 years
$35,600

79.1 years
$51,300

A B C D E

Math the following countries with the letter (A-E) 
that correctly identifies the country’s life 

expectancy and income per person in 2013.
1. China
2. Japan

3. North Korea
4. South Korea
5. United States



Life 
Expectancy 
and Income 
Per Person 

for…

North 
Korea China South 

Korea Japan United 
States

2013 71.8 years
$1,390

75.7 years
$11,800

80.9 years
$32,700

83 years
$35,600

79.1 years
$51,300

Math the following countries with the letter (A-E) 
that correctly identifies the country’s life 

expectancy and income per person in 2013.
1. China
2. Japan

3. North Korea
4. South Korea
5. United States



Directions
1. Go to the website: https://www.gapminder.org
2. Click on “Gapminder Tools”



Directions
1. Select or search for the country or countries you wish to see how their 

statistics have change from 1800 to the 2015.
2. You can change the statistics for each axis by clicking the arrow.
3. Click play once you have selected your country / countries and your 

statistics.

1

2

2

3



Directions
1. Select or search for the country or countries you wish to see how their 

statistics have change from 1800 to the 2015. In this example “South Korea” 
is selected.

1



Directions
1. Select or search for the country or countries you wish to see how their 

statistics have change from 1800 to the 2015.
2. You can change the statistics for each axis by clicking the arrow.

2



Life Expectancy 
and Income Per 

Person for…
China Japan North Korea South Korea United States

1953 43.9 years
$692

1973

1983

1993

2003

2013

Directions:
Use the website https://www.gapminder.org/tools to find the life expectancy and 
income per person for the selected countries in the chart below.

Life Expectancy and Income Per Person for Selected Countries                                  Student Name:______________________________________________















Life Expectancy 
and Income Per 

Person for…
China Japan North 

Korea
South 
Korea

United 
States

1953 43.9 years
$692

63.4 years
$3,170

31.7 years
$1,020

45 years
$1,050

68.8 years
$17,000

1973 61 years
$894

73.5 years
$16,700

61.5 years
$1,750

63.3 years
$3,330

71.5 years
$26,600

1983 65.5 years
$1,230

77.1 years
$21,400

66.4 years
$2,140

67.8 years
$6,080

74.7 years
$30,200

1993 67.5 years
$2,080

79.4 years
$30,600

69.6 years
$1,620

73.1 years
$14,500

75.7 years
$37,800

2003 70.9 years
$4,690

81.7 years
$32,700

69.9 years
$1,410

77.7 years
$23,600

77.3 years
$47,300

2013 75.7 years
$11,800

83 years
$35,600

71.8 years
$1,390

80.9 years
$32,700

79.1 years
$51,300

Directions:
Use the website https://www.gapminder.org/tools to find the life expectancy and 
income per person for the selected countries in the chart below.

Life Expectancy and Income Per Person for Selected Countries                                  Student Name:______________________________________________

ANSWER KEY
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